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On Thursday, March 2, 1961 Algerian nationalist leader Ferhat 
Abbas agreed to begin peace talks on Algerian independence 
with French President Charles de Gaulle.  In Terre Haute, 
Indiana 22 underground coal miners were killed in an explosion 
at the Viking Coal Company.  At the age of 79, artist Pablo Pi-
casso married Jacqueline Roque, age 35. On that same day Ar-
ticles of Incorporation for Palm City Association (later renamed 
the Palm Desert Country Club Association) were filed with the 
California Secretary of State to officially christen the develop-
ment of 550 barren acres of desert in the Coachella Valley.

Palm City Association was the first retirement community in 
California and only the second such community in the nation 
in 1961. Initially, the clubhouse and adjoining structures were 
built along with 4 display homes.  The area where the office and 
recreation buildings are located encompasses 4.5 acres which 
includes the pool complex, park and rose garden.  The Associa-
tion was formed “to provide athletic, recreational and club facili-
ties for the use of the residents.”  Sales of the homes began 
right away with 3 bedroom, 2 bath homes selling for as little as 
$12,900 with a monthly mortgage around $100. Over time, the 
development expanded to 1,051 homes and lots which make 
up the total membership of the officially named Palm Desert 
Country Club Association.

It was reported that there were more than 28 clubs or activities 
happening at any one time in our formative years as a com-
munity. The Homeowners Association, along with the Women’s 
Club, was already established by our first anniversary celebra-
tion on March 4, 1962.  While many of the original clubs have 
ceased at our Association, we are pleased to report that the 
Bridge Club, Bunco Club and Neighborhood Watch are going 
strong with regular meetings and solid memberships.  

As you can surely imagine during the past 50 years, the As-
sociation facilities have undergone a multitude of renova-
tions, changes, developments and updates mandated by the 
community and dutifully carried out by the board of directors, 

management and staff.  Some of the more memorable reno-
vations have included the installation of a new spa, new roof 
and block walls, plus rebuilt bathrooms, newly designed land-
scaping and much more.  Most importantly, due to the strong 
fiscal diligence of the board and management over the years, 
all of the work was done without a special assessment being 
imposed on the homeowners to pay for such improvements.  
Our remarkably well-kept facility buildings, pool and recreation 
areas are a testament to these dedicated folks of the past and 
especially the management and staff of the present.  

The future is bright and, despite the current state of the golf 
course, I am confident and optimistic that in due time a group 
will purchase the golf course and provide golf recreation again 
for our community.  In the meantime, I urge and implore each 
of you to come to the open board meetings, swim in the pool, 
participate in the social functions, and take advantage of all 
that your community has to offer.  The next time you visit the 
Association Hall, office or pool, please spend a few moments 
with the current staff or management to tell them how much 
you appreciate their dedication to your community.  The staff 
has been and always will be the backbone of our community.  
They are the unsung heroes who provide us and our guests with 
these wonderful facilities and functions to enjoy year-round.  

March 2, 2011 is just around the corner so I can’t report on what 
will happen that day, but I can happily report that your Hom-
eowners Association is in solid shape physically and financially.  
Our community is in good hands with fantastic management, 
enthusiastic staff and a dedicated board of directors.  With 
these three elements creating the solid foundation from which 
we stand, I have the utmost confidence that the next 50 years 
will be even better than the first.  I want to personally thank you 
for allowing me to serve on the board of directors and be the 
first to wish you all a happy anniversary!

A  Message From Your Board President
By Craig Herkimer
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fire department was headed by residents Bud Steck and Eddie 
Avedon; Gene Jones, manager of the PDCC; Ernie Dunlevie, 
developer of Bermuda Dunes and Richard Oliphant, VP and 
project manager of PDCCA.  Bud was the first fire chief and 
Dick Oliphant was the organizer and president.  As time went 
by, we gained more volunteers.  We became popular with the 
Sheriff Department and CHP because of our ambulance ser-
vice.  We rolled on freeway accidents, heart attacks and other 
serious injuries.  We were rolling over 400 times per year.  I was 
involved as a volunteer for seven years.

With our equipment and trained volunteers, our success rate 
for survival went up dramatically.  You were safer, as a senior, 
living at PDCC than anywhere else in the desert.

The Great Shift to the Sands 
By Richard Oliphant

50 years...I can’t believe it!  I remember the early days when we 
sat on Washington Street alone and in the blowing sand.  We 
were surrounded by dunes and the climate was very harsh, but 
none the less, we continued to grow as California’s first retire-
ment community known as Palm City.

I have written previously about the history of Palm Desert 
Country Club Association (PDCCA), so I thought I would pick 
an issue not discussed before.  As the project filled with older 
residents, the need for emergency medicine became important.  
The public services provided were two fire stations. One was 
located at the County Fairgrounds in Indio and the second on 
El Paseo in Palm Desert.  Each had a fire engine and one paid 
employee. The rest of the services were provided by volun-
teer firemen. Ambulance service was provided by one of three 
funeral homes. The Fitzhenry Funeral home in Indio was the 
closest ambulance. Weifels Funeral Home was in Palm Springs 
and the third funeral home was in Coachella at the Coachella 
Cemetery.  When the ambulance arrived, there was only a 
driver with basic first aid knowledge.  Volunteer firemen were 
better trained and would assist the ambulance driver all the way 
to the hospital.  The Casita Hospital was a 20-bed hospital on 
Miles Avenue in downtown Indio. The hospital had no doctor 
in house after 6:00 p.m. An ambulance arriving after that hour 
would have to ring a door bell at the emergency room door. An 
on-duty nurse would open up and call the on-call doctor. The 
volunteers would move the patient into the emergency room, 
take them off their gurney, and put them in the emergency room 
bed.  They would work with the nurse until the doctor arrived to 
relieve the volunteers. The survival rate was not as good as it is 
today with professional paramedics.

Starting in 1962 the Palm Desert Country Club Lions Club 
raised money to purchase a 1,000 gpm Seagrave fire truck, an 
ambulance and then equipped them. They raised the money 
from the PDCC community using a variety of fundraisers in-
cluding dinners, door-to-door solicitation, special events, etc.  
Hoagy Carmichael adopted our volunteer fire department and 
came regularly to our fundraisers.  Our original PDCC volunteer 
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Introduction
Imagine 550 acres of barren land with nothing but blowing 
sand in harsh summer heat.  Skeptics including the FHA 
and VA financers declared that a housing development un-
der those conditions would be too remote and too risky.  Two 
project owners, Nels Severin, president of Palomar Mortgage 
Company in San Diego and Marshall Secrest, a builder from 
Los Angeles, saw differently and became business partners, 
forming the Marnel Development Company.  Marnel Develop-
ment Company advanced enough funds to build a clubhouse, 
four model homes, 200 homes for sale, along with a sewer and 
water system.  Today that same piece of barren land boasts 
a housing community with 1,051 homes in their Homeowners 
Association and another 488 homes not in the Homeowners 
Association, within the original sand dunes that were deemed 
too remote and too risky.  

The Palm Desert Country Club Association (PDCCA), origi-
nally known as Palm City, celebrates its 50th anniversary on 
March 2, 2011 with an anniversary celebration on February 
26, 2011.  I had the pleasure of being the 50th Anniversary 
event coordinator and organizing all of the events leading 
up to the celebration. Preparation for the grand celebration 
began 1½ years ago searching the archives, memorabilia, 
stories and photos.  I spoke to many wonderful residents of 
the community who all identified our community as a “desert 
paradise” or a “desert oasis”. I enjoyed reading and hearing 
stories of the past. I also appreciate the previous clubs and 
boards of directors for saving our Association’s archive files.  
It is my hope that this nostalgic look back in time will serve 
as a bridge between years past and future generations of the 
Association in planning their events, and will bring memories 
for those who will still be living in our community when future 
PDCCA celebrations are held. 

Our community was built according to its master plan, incor-
porating homes and apartment-style living in close proximity 
to shopping and dining. Development began as a retirement 
community in 1961. Del Nido Apartments on Michigan Avenue 
were built in 1965, constructed of concrete block. Cooking, 
water, heating and air conditioning were all run by gas. The 
Country Club apartments, now known as the California Villas, 
on California Drive and Elkhorn Trail were built in 1968.  TLC 
Development purchased the golf course and 100 lots in 1974 
and immediately started the construction of the golf course 
clubhouse and several homes on Virginia Avenue. The non-
HOA homes on the west side of Tennessee Street came at a 

time when home sales slowed down and lots were in demand.  
Developer Dick Oliphant sold this section to a custom home 
developer who was building in Bermuda Dunes, resulting in 
two tracts being built within our Association and two tracts 
outside the Association. There are 13 homes on Michigan Av-
enue between the duplexes and Warner Trail that are also 
not within the Association.  It is not known why those homes 
are not within the Association, however, it’s believed that the 
property was privately owned and not included in as a part 
of our development. Housing & Urban Development (HUD) 
purchased homes within our community in 1980. The golf 
course began building the Esparanza homes on it’s property 
in 2006.

Early History
Palm City was on the cutting edge technology in many ways.  
Riverside County had just created a Planning Department and 
Palm City was the first entity to work with the newly founded 
department.  All of Palm City’s plans were approved from start 
to finish in only three weeks. Palm City was the first develop-
ment allowed to build on 6,000 square foot lots, rather than 
the 7,200 square foot lots previously required by Riverside 
County, because Palm City had its own water and sewage 
pumping station. Properties larger than 7,200 square feet were 
required to be on a septic system.  Homes within Palm City 
were the first ever to be limited by a minimum and maximum 
square footage, between 900 and 1,200 square feet.  Obvi-
ously those requirements have changed over the years. Dick 
Oliphant was working for Palomar Mortgage Group building 
Tucson, Arizona’s first country club tract homes when he was 

A Nostalgic Look Back in Time
By Bob Gonia, 50th Anniversary Event Coordinator
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assigned to take over their Palm City project. Palm City was 
Dick’s second project, and from here, he went to Livermore, 
California to develop Springtown, Palm City’s sister city.

Palm City was the first retirement community in California 
and only the second such community in the nation in 1961. 
3 bedroom 2 bath homes sold for as low as $12,900 and the 
mortgage was approximately $100 a month. The community 
was considered state of the art and homes included the very 
first plastic tub and shower enclosures, fiberglass drapes, fi-
berglass roofing shingles and all-electric kitchens. Palm City 
was such a hit that an average of three homes a day were 
sold and builders were about 200 homes behind sales. The 
entire first phase and an additional 200 homes sold within the 
first 90 days. The streets were named after states to welcome 
our seasonal neighbors who made their annual pilgrimage from 
their winter homes.  

Ken and Ernestine Marshall were the very first homeowners.  
Palm City’s pumping (sewage) station was run by Ken, work-
ing seven days a week with one helper. The pump station was 
located at the corner of Elkhorn Trail and Fred Waring Drive and 
was sold to the Coachella Valley Water District in 1964.  Ernes-
tine kept busy writing the “Know Your Neighbor” column for the 
newspaper, delivering the Palm City News and working for the 
fashionable window shade company Jaylis Window Shades. If 
this wasn’t enough, Ken and Ernestine opened their home to 
overnight guests visiting our community, resulting in quite a num-
ber of home sales. Television reception was next to impossible at 
best. Dick Oliphant partnered with a Los Angeles television sta-
tion and installed a repeater near Whitewater that connected to a 
relay box located at Oasis Street and Hovley Lane.  A stipulation 
prohibiting TV antennas was written into the CC&Rs to promote 
the use of the first-ever cable television system. Ernestine served 
as Palm City’s representative for the Valley Television Cable 
Company, insuring cable was installed in every new home.  

During the first three years, Palm City received 10 national 
awards for excellence in design and use products, market-
ing innovative concepts, and architectural and interior design.  
Palm City was so innovative that dignitaries from across the 
country visited our community to investigate our technology. 
 
Palm City’s first anniversary celebration on March 4, 1962 
found 560 residents living in our community. Home sales were 
nearing the $10 million mark, our community received its first 
church, the first three holes of the 18-hole golf course were in 
use, and an additional Association swimming pool, roque court 
(similar to croquet) and picnic area were added for everyone’s 
enjoyment. Washington Street served as the only link between 
I-10 and La Quinta Cove.  Palm City was referred to as “The 
Miracle of the Desert”.

During the early 1960s, Dick Oliphant organized the first vol-
unteer fire department for our community and served as their 
second fire chief.  Land on Hovley Lane near the Bermuda 
Dunes Country Club was donated for the fire station. The 
county provided a fire truck and one man.  Dick raised enough 
money for a resuscitator and an ambulance.  Other than three 
mortuary ambulances, this was the only full-service ambulance 
and served Bermuda Dunes, Palm Desert, and the freeway 
system from Whitewater to Desert Center and the Salton Sea.    
Four volunteers went through the paramedic training program, 
becoming the desert’s first paramedics.  

After a fast start, Palm City saw a decline in retirement sales. 
On January 1, 1964, Dick Oliphant, Frank Goodman, Dick 
Farrer and Dick Henderson resigned from Palomar Mortgage 
Company, owner of Palm City, and became our community’s 
new owners. The first significant change was opening the 
community to residents of all ages. The Association name re-
mained Palm City until 1966 when it was changed to Palm 
Desert Country Club Association (PDCCA)

Development owners turned to resident David Fennel, a retired 
advertising executive, to market the homes within our commu-
nity.  David designed the sales slogan “You Can Pay More, 
But You Can’t Live Better Than In Palm Desert Country Club 
Estates”.  Developers then leased land on Highway 111 and 
built a model home across from the Erawan Hotel, where the 
Miramonte Hotel in Indian Wells now sits. The model remained 
there for two years before being moved into our community.  
According to developer Dick Oliphant, the home was placed 
near the sewer plant. In addition, two models were built where 
the PDCC Villas are today. They were also relocated into that 
same area. They are the only three houses in the project with 
crawl spaces and wood floors. 
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Entrance 
The entrance to our community on Avenue of The States origi-
nally boasted a rock wall entrance with a water fountain while 
flags of all 50 states lined the street.   The fountain was donated 
to the community by resident Bert Monaghan.  A Kodak plaque 
was once posted near the fountain promoting the entrance as 
a “Kodak moment” (a Kodak sales campaign from years ago us-
ing scenic parts of our nation). The fountain fell into disrepair, and 
thanks to Joe Mann and “Area 26” funds (traffic control assess-
ment funds), the fountain was torn down in 1995 and replaced 
with the obelisk (as referenced in my October 2010 newsletter ar-
ticle). The Ralph’s shopping center just across Washington Street 
had not yet been constructed.  

Our community’s shopping center at Avenue of the States and 
Washington Street was built in 1963 and included a market owned 
by Herschel Welty, located approximately where CVS Pharmacy 
is today. In addition to Welty’s Market, other retail tenants includ-
ed the 19th Hole, a coffee shop, white goods store, laundromat, 
television repair shop, furniture store, drug store, hair salon and 
travel agency, among other businesses.  A Signal Gas Station 
was built at the corner of our entrance. The gas station changed 
names several times and eventually became the Shell Service 
Station that serves our community today.  A professional/medi-
cal center located behind the shopping center was already open 
and serving the needs of our community.  Dick Oliphant’s father-
in-law, Bernard McWilliams, owned the travel agency.  Madeline 
Meyers opened the beauty shop. When the shopping center was 
remodeled in 1994, her head beautician moved the beauty shop 
to Highway 111 in Palm Desert, still serving customers today. The 
shopping center was set to be sold in 1987, torn down and was to 
take 18 months to rebuild.  The target date for the grand re-open-
ing was scheduled for spring 1990.  Due to many delays in the 
process, demolition did not begin until late 1992. David Welty held 
the contract for the United States Postal Service for Palm Desert 
and was operating his business out of his uncle’s grocery store.  
When Lucky’s took over the shopping center lease in 1991, the 

Postal Service wanted David to continue serving Palm Desert, so 
he ran his business out of a construction trailer for 1½ years while 
the shopping center was being redeveloped.  As a result, David 
opened Welty’s Postal Connection, still in business today. The 
shopping center was given a facelift in 2009 with new facades, 
stucco and rock pillars.

Palm Desert Inn was originally constructed at the southwest cor-
ner of Washington Street and Avenue of The States, across the 
street from the gas station, where Casey’s Restaurant is now lo-
cated. The original restaurant held a huge grand opening bash 
with movie stars. The hit of the show was Johnny Weissmuller giv-
ing his famous Tarzan yell. Ralph Murphy eventually purchased 
the restaurant and renamed it The Gaslight. The Gaslight later 
relocated near the Bermuda Dunes Airport and changed it’s name 
to Murph’s Gaslight. Murph’s specialty was their Sunday night 
fried chicken.  Don O’s purchased the old Gaslight restaurant and 
Casey’s eventually took over the restaurant.

The Garden Club planted Thumbelina zinnias in the flagpole area, 
dwarf marigolds in front of the Association Hall and periwinkles in 
the pool area in 1967. John Amman and Victor Whittemore started 
and developed the Rose Garden in 1968, where the roque court 
was once located, by planting 125 roses. The garden was start-
ed as a way to beautify the new barbeque and picnic area.  The 
Travel Club donated $500 to start the garden and donations from 
residents soon followed. A plaque was placed in the Rose Garden 
in 1987 in John and Victor’s honor.  During the summer of 1992, 
Bert and Bill Monagham donated $10,000 to help rebuild and pre-
serve the garden.  Sometime earlier, Bert purchased wrought iron 
tables and chairs for the Arbor of Remembrance.  The Arbor of 
Remembrance is still there today.  A Wall of Remembrance near 
the Arbor lists names of our neighbors who have passed on. Bert 
also provided two fountains over the years for the Rose Garden. 
A photo of the Rose Garden during the golf course’s 30th birthday 
party shows a fountain. It is not known when or how the fountain 
fell into disrepair or became missing. 
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The current Association office is not the original design.  The of-
fice was formerly at the north end of the building along with craft 
rooms for photography, wood, lapidary and ceramics, to name a 
few. That entire wing is now rented out to a Montessori school. 
The original spa in the pool area was donated by Bert Monaghan 
and used to be a “one-seater” where one would have to stand in 
line to take their turn.  Bert also donated the building materials for 
the pool and office areas.  It was rumored that a public library was 
once located in one of our Association rooms. However, the library 
opened in the medical arts building on October 11, 1967.  Eldora 
Curtis managed the library which shelved 2,500 books. The traffic 
triangle in front of the Association office may be redesigned into a 
traffic circle once the new senior living apartments on Avenue of 
The States are built by the City of Palm Desert. The apartments 
will be where the original hotel was once located. The City’s plan 
also calls for bringing a fire station into our community. 

According to resident, former PDCCA board of director and Proj-
ect  Area 4 member Charlie Ash, tennis courts were located where 
the Esparanza homes on New York Avenue are today just west of 
the existing golf course clubhouse.  Alice Marble, tennis pro and 
one of the early Indiana Avenue residents, gave tennis lessons 
well into her advanced years.  A refreshment stand and an italian 
restaurant were located across the street on California Drive near 
New York Avenue. 

Fred Waring Drive was a treacherous dirt road and the only link 
between Palm City and Indio. In fear that our early residents would 
take their business to Palm Springs, Indio provided free shuttle 
service between Palm City and the Indio Shopping Mall. Hovley 
Lane was originally built as a two-lane road and ended on the west 
at the entrance to Woodhaven Country Club.  Tired of sand filling 
up yards on Michigan Street, Dick Oliphant installed snow fencing 
along the north (Hovley Lane) and west perimeters of our Associa-
tion. This was the very first time this type of fencing had been used 
in the desert.  It worked so well that sand dunes built up along the 
street and Tamarisk trees were planted shortly after.  

Early Activities
According to developer Dick Oliphant’s article in the November 
1987 Community Monthly News, the community’s favorite couple 
in 1962 and 1963 was Art and Jeri Baker.  Upon arriving from Los 
Angeles, Art would blow his musical horns on his car playing “See 
the U.S.A. in your Chevrolet” as he entered Avenue of The States. 
Art was the Master of Ceremony on the Dinah Shore Show along 
with several other game shows, all sponsored by Chevrolet. Chev-
rolet installed the musical horns in Art’s car.

According to the July 1992 Village Doings article in the Palm Des-
ert Country Club Community Monthly Newsletter, during the early 
days of our community, one would often times hear the clip-clop of 
horses making their way down California Drive, usually ridden by 
Dr. Morrie Brandman’s son and daughter.   

It was reported that there were more than 28 clubs or activities 
happening at any one time in our formative years as a community. 
The Homeowners Association along with the Women’s Club was 
already established by our first anniversary celebration on March 
4, 1962. The Lions club became chartered on March 7, 1963 as 
an extension of the Coachella Valley Lions Club. In 1965, the club 
sponsored an all-day event during the July 4th weekend, begin-
ning with over 300 people attending a Pancake Breakfast.  Our 
Association was described as “resembling a busy restaurant”. The 
movie “Pollyanna” showed throughout the afternoon and ended 
with a poolside BBQ. The BBQ featured a tug-of-war game across 
the pool between the sheriff’s and the volunteer fire departments.  
The fire department won. However, a sheriff’s investigation led 
to the discovery that the pool deck was “too slippery” since the 
grounds keeper hosed off the deck before the match, resulting in 
a “no-contest” being declared. Sheriff’s won the rematch by pulling 
the firemen into the pool.

The piano in our hall was received after a March 22, 1963 mock  
shotgun wedding ceremony. Bridegroom Frank Heywood married 
Steve Romett, who was dressed as a beautiful bride, while staring 
down the barrel of a shotgun held by Sheriff Walter Schuler and of-
ficiated by Glenn Mallory. The Women’s Club paid for the wedding 
and even raised enough money to buy the piano. Steve’s mother, 
Del McCann couldn’t have been more proud. The play was a suc-
cess and the Association received their piano!

Organized in 1965 with 150 club members, The Desert Players 
and Travel Club held a mystery trip in 1982. The trip began with 
breakfast in Oak Glen. The group then ventured to Rim of the 
World to visit former PDCCA residents Bob & Virginia Lowry.  Bob 
invited the group back for dinner after their cruise around Lake 
Arrowhead, which was part of the plan.  Bob was supposed to be 
presented a “golden brick” for his efforts, but the brick never made 
it onto the bus for the trip.
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The Women’s Club was very creative and had fun with all of their 
activities. The women were given a hand-made calendar each 
month with pull-tab date windows to reveal their monthly dues. The 
dues were listed as $0.01 for each mile on your car, $0.10 for each 
tube of lipstick, $0.10 if you didn’t dust yesterday, etc.  The women 
wrote their song “The Twelve Days of Christmas” in 1981 based on 
club activities, such as “eleven members gossiping...seven rum-
mage sellings....five tables bridging.....three yoga stretchings...”.  
The last four words of the song were “We don’t wash windows!!”  

Rich and Lu Bowers were members of the Motor Home Club in-
volving about 12 couples. The group traveled together three times 
a year. For their golden anniversary, Rich and Lu’s daughter, Deb-
orah, was planning on surprising her parents with a trip to Hawaii 
along with one of their friends.  Thanks to Lu Clubb, a dear friend 
and fellow traveler, 20 friends made the trip to Hawaii with the Bow-
ers. What a golden celebration!

1990 began with a fun-filled New Year’s Eve party. The Garden 
Club was active until sometime in the 1990s. Performer Sammy 
Goldstein entertained the Women’s Club ladies during a “stroll 
down memory lane” on March 20, 1991, which was a hit perfor-
mance. 

The PDCC Dance and Social Club was on the down swing when 
Charlie & Beth Ash moved into our community in 1992. The club 
members were really quite a group.  One had to be “invited” to join 
after several interviews. The dances were held once a month and 
each had a theme...Valentines, Irish, etc. During the Thanksgiving 
Dance a group put on a little skit headed by Scoop Webber, which 
proved to be quite enjoyable.  A committee of workers would plan 
each dance event, which always included food. In the beginning, 
the dances were formal with women in long dresses and men in 
tuxedos or dark suits. Soon the “dance” population became the “sit 
and chat” group so it did not seem to warrant a live band anymore. 
The group folded in the late 1990s. 

The “30th Birthday Party” in 1992 was a golf course celebration, 
not an Association event.  It began with a golf cart parade; each 
contestant was to decorate their cart according to a theme based 
on their street’s name. The parade began on Indiana Avenue 
and traveled through every street of the community. Bobbie and 
Jim Mitchell of Oklahoma Street came in 1st, Keith and Erliene 
DuFault of Florida Street took 2nd and the Bowers came in 3rd 
for their Minnesota Viking theme. A picnic lunch was enjoyed on 
the Association’s patio, at the golf course’s first hole. Stan Miller’s 
band performed during lunch.  

The 1992 Women’s Club held craft fairs, a fashion show with 192 
ladies in attendance, had luncheons, and even managed to raise 
$4,000 for nursing scholarships. The Boy Scouts built the small 
retaining wall by the north driveway of the Association Hall in 2003.  
The scouts continue to assist with our PDCCA events whenever 
needed.  The Bridge Club was one of the first clubs in the com-
munity and continues to meet to this day, which means they have 
been meeting now for 2,600 weeks straight! 

1990s: Trying Times
According to the July 1992 edition of the Palm Desert Country 
Club Community Monthly News, there was great concern about 
the roads in our community not being swept every other week as 
agreed. The Water Squirt Company that held the contract was 
based in Lake Elsinore, 100 miles away.  Our community was the 
only desert contract and it took the sweeper driver six hours to 
make the round-trip commute to our community.  Our Association 
contracted with another effective August 1992.

According to former Association Manager Frank Proulx, most of 
our community’s clubs and activities centered on a retirement life-
style and met during the day, causing most clubs to cease to ex-
ist by 1995, leaving the whole north wing of our Association Hall 
vacant.

Former resident and PDCCA board president Joe Mann first ap-
proached the city about annexing our community into the City of 
Palm Desert in 1992.  During a one-weekend campaign, over 700 
people signed a petition in favor of the annexation, which included 
Palm Desert Country Club, Oasis and Woodhaven.  According to 
Mayor Jean Benson, Palm Desert became incorporated as a city 
in 1973 and it had always been Palm Desert’s intention to have our 
community within city boundaries. Since our community was con-
sidered a redevelopment area, the City of Palm Desert held many 
discussions with the county to make the annexation cost-effective.  
Joe Mann never gave up hope and continued to lobby for annexa-
tion.  PDCCA was officially annexed into the City of Palm Desert on 
May 13, 1994, thereafter recognized as Joe Mann Day.  With the 
recent annexation, the 1995 board of directors faced a challenge 
with street resurfacing.  Apparently there was great discussion as 
to whether the county or city was responsible for this project. Joe 
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Mann then began a campaign to have the original rock wall re-
placed with the obelisk currently sits at the entrance of Avenue of 
The States. The once popular blue indoor/outdoor carpet on the 
pool deck became a thing of the past. The carpet was removed 
and the deck was resurfaced to what it is today. 

Just after the annexation in 1994, Hovley Lane was widened to 
four lanes and became a major through-fare.  Marilynn Hamlet 
was the PDCCA president from 1996-2002. In early 2000 Mari-
lynn lobbied for changing a traffic pattern on Kansas Street. The 
traffic change eliminated making a left turn from Kansas Street 
onto Hovley Lane. This change was controversial for some since 
residents had to travel about a half mile east to Warner Trail to 
make a left turn.  According to Mayor Benson, Project Area 4 origi-
nated out of concerns with Hovley Lane. The city realized they 
needed community input from residents as to what their most 
pressing concerns were.  At least two major improvements have 
been made as a result of Project Area 4. Prior to being annexed 
into the city, the county removed some Tamarisk trees along Hov-
ley Lane, lining the back of the apartments.  In the process, they 
damaged the foundation to the wall.  With Project Area 4 funds, 
the city repaired the wall in 2001.  The block wall on Fred Waring 
Drive was built in 2007.

The City approached the board of directors in the late 1990s about 
renting land for a city park.  Residents Dick Webber and Charlie 
Ash promoted naming the park after Joe Mann.  PDCCA owns the 
Rose Garden and park land while the city leases and maintains 
the grounds. Shortly afterwards, the bandstand on our Association 
patio was removed and replaced with the current benches in Mari-
lynn’s honor for her six years as board president.  Finally, Crown 
Castle approached the Association in 1999 about renting land for 
their cell tower. 

2010 Board Activity
Due to a poor economy and a high unemployment rate, the 2010 
board of directors held the 2010 and 2011 Association dues at the 
2009 rates. The board approved an expansion to the Crown Cas-
tle cell tower, which brings added revenue into the Association. 
The Association board jumped onto the electronic bandwagon by 
developing a Web site (pdcca.com), and establishing an e-mail 
database for communication with homeowners. The Association 
office was given a face lift during the summer with a fresh coat of 
paint, new carpeting and office furniture.  The Board Room re-
ceived a new floor and board table.  New blinds for Alice Marble 
Hall were installed in time for the 50th Anniversary celebration. 

The golf course, a separate corporate entity from the Association, 
closed in mid-2009 with the owners filing for bankruptcy.   The golf 
course reopened for a few months under bankruptcy protection, 
then closed again for half of 2010.  Even though the Association 
is not affiliated with the golf course, the PDCCA board of directors 
was very concerned about this situation due to on-going devalu-
ation of property. Our community heard two updates from the city 
regarding their power line undergrounding project, a redevelop-
ment project, which is scheduled to be put to a community vote 
sometime in 2011.  

The city purchased a home at the corner of Kansas Street and 
Hovley Lane and will turn it into a retention basin filled with rock 
and desert-scape by mid-2011. The city owns the property and 
pays yearly assessments just like any other homeowner. The 
2011 board is scheduled to review the CC&Rs prior to submitting 
for an Association vote. 

2010 Activities
The Association had a very busy year with numerous events lead-
ing up to the 50th anniversary celebration, starting with an annual 
Neighborhood Watch Breakfast on March 20, 2010, followed by 
the second annual Family Faire on April 17, 2010.  A ladies group 
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started a Bunco Club in May, which grew to 24 ladies by the 
end of the year.  The 50th Anniversary Committee hosted a 
poolside luau on July 10, 2010 with 124 residents enjoying 
fine food and good laughs in the 110 degree evening heat. 
The luau was such a hit that it will be considered as part of the 
lineup for 2011. The committee treated the neighborhood kids 
to snacks during an evening of basketball and volleyball on 
Youth Sports Night, July 31. 2010.  The Anniversary Commit-
tee moved indoors on August 21, 2010 hosting an Open Mic 
and end-of-summer party.  The highlight of the evening was 
turning on the disco ball and singing karaoke. 

Neighborhood Watch held an interesting Town Hall meet-
ing on September 28, 2010, and then the 50th Anniversary 
Committee hosted a fun-filled evening of Bingo a few weeks 
later on October 9, 2010.  Bingo was such a hit that a return 
event is being planned for 2011. The doors to Alice Marble Hall 
were opened once again on October 13, 2010 for a chance to 
meet and ask our election candidates questions concerning 
our community.  The annual fall Thanksgiving Social was held 
on November 13, 2010, while kids of all ages were treated to 
Breakfast with Santa on December 11, 2010.   The busy year 
came to an end with the annual Christmas Home Decorating 
Contest, judged on December 23, 2010.

Preparing For the 50th Anniversary Celebration
Due to changes in our social and economic environments, I 
decided on a 1960s get-together theme. It was my desire to 
celebrate the beginning of our Association’s history and relive 
the glory days of Palm City.  I believe I captured that feeling by 
holding community events throughout this past year. The 50th 
Anniversary Celebration  held on February 26, 2011 was a 
picnic style of event.  We brought back Karaoke Jo, who was 
a hit at several events throughout the year.  Karaoke was not 
around during the 1960s, but it would have been next to im-
possible to track down a record player and records, as they’ve 
become obsolete many years ago. Dignitaries included our 
Association’s developer Dick Oliphant, Palm Desert Mayor 

Jean Benson, retired Assistant City Manager Sheila Gilligan, 
retired County Supervisor Corky Larson and resident Charlie 
Ash.  Catering was provided by Shermans Deli and Bakery.  
Three sheet cakes boasted old fashioned photos of our early 
beginnings, including a photo of the original sand dunes, origi-
nal rock wall entrance and current photo of the Association 
building.  A video presentation of photos and memorabilia from 
old and new was a sure hit thanks to the production work of 
Avant Studios.  Flags from each state representing the streets 
within our Association hung from the ceiling of Alice Marble 
Hall, bringing back memories of the days when they once 
lined Avenue of The States.

Who’s Who In Our Community’s Heritage
Alice Marble was a famous award-winning tennis player and 
very active in our community’s formative years. In 1939 Alice 
won three Wimbledon championships in one tournament. The 
Women’s Singles, Doubles with partner Sarah Cooke and 
Mixed Doubles with partner Bobby Riggs.   Alice provided ten-
nis lessons to children in our community and also served as a 
PDCCA pool attendant for many years. Our Association Hall is 
named in her honor.

Joe Mann founded the first Palm Desert Country Club Asso-
ciation Community Monthly Newsletter in September 1987.  
Joe had the vision to unite the four phases of the community 
and decided a newsletter was the most feasible way of ac-
complishing this goal. Joe was willing to deliver the newsletter 
to every homeowner within our community. The board turned 
down Joe’s first proposal deeming the endeavor too costly, 
until he incorporated advertising into the newsletter to offset 
costs. As previously mentioned, he was instrumental in our 
community becoming annexed from Riverside County into the 
City of Palm Desert.  Joe Mann Park was founded and named 
after Joe due to his community involvement.
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moved into our community shortly thereafter. Both of the Crooks 
children (third-generation residents) Mariah and Carlie have 
mentioned they would like to live in our neighborhood for a long 
time, so they could easily be in charge of our Association’s 75th 
Anniversary Celebration!

Rich and Lu Bowers were very hospitable and enjoyed every 
moment sorting through six boxes of photos, reminiscing about 
all the good times they’ve enjoyed living in our community since 
the mid 1970s.  Whether it was participating in the golf course’s 
30th birthday party, 20 neighbors joining them in Hawaii for their 
golden anniversary, or watching their grandchildren sharpen their 
skills through the Junior Golf program, they summed up their fa-
vorite memories by simply stating “our favorite memory is all the 
enjoyment we’ve had just living within our community.”

A Changing Era 
As I reflect on the past 50 years of culture and lifestyle in our 
community, it is hard not to think back to all that my generation 
went through to get to where we are today.  Even though we 
have fewer community events, we are a generation that’s on the 
move, in constant change and working well beyond retirement 
age. One only wonders what our community will be like 20 years 
from now.

As a child growing up in the late 1960s and 1970s, I remember 
my grandparent’s square dancing every Friday night and playing 
golf every Saturday.  My grandparents lived for card matches with 
family and friends. More than 30 family members would gather 
at their house every holiday.  As a youth, I was involved with Cub 
Scouts, along with nearly every other kid in school.  During the 
summer, we would hang out at the local park and recreation 
center and have softball tournaments with other communities.  I 
would be one of about fifteen kids playing ball down the street 
until after dark during the summer.

Communication was conducted by writing letters or by telephone 
calls (‘landline’).  Phone numbers originally began with a two-
letter prefix from a word such as the 1969 phone number to our 
Association office ‘(714) Fireside 6-6606’.  Telephones also in-
cluded party lines, where two or more families shared the same 
telephone number.  One would have to our listen for their specific 
ring to answer a call or wait until no one was on the phone to 
place a call. Pen and ink was the method used most to take notes 
and write letters.  I remember the frustration when one made a 
mistake, since you had to write the whole page over.  Typewrit-
ers were a bit better, at least you had a white sheet of a chalky 
paper called correction paper.  Copiers had not become common 
yet, so one would have to place an inky piece of paper, called 
carbon paper under the original paper to make a duplicate copy. 
Instamatic cameras were a state-of-the-art invention since you 
had a film cartridge instead of a roll of film and you could get four 
flashes off a flash cube, as opposed to one shot off a flash bulb.

While working on the 50th Anniversary Celebration, I met many 
wonderful neighbors.  Millie Richards has lived in our community 
for 46 years, while the youngest resident is only three months 
old.  A number of our residents are second-generation, moving 
into our community after their parents have lived here.  I enjoyed 
the few minutes I spent speaking with each of the Bridge Club 
ladies including Mary Patton, Jean Burgner, Phyllis Roush, Kay 
McGonigle, Evelyn Garman, Regina Smith and Lu Clubb.  Lu 
has been active in quite a few clubs including the Women’s Club, 
and Motor Home Club, continues to play bridge and writes a col-
umn for our Association’s Community Monthly Newsletter.

As far as we can tell, Mary Homen and her cousins Elizabeth, 
Katherine and Patrick are our community’s first fourth-genera-
tion residents.  Jeanne Homen’s grandparents, Marian and Jack 
Garst were one of Palm City’s original homeowners, purchasing 
their Delaware Street home in 1961. Jeanne’s mother bought 
her home on Florida Street about eight years ago, becoming a 
second-generation homeowner. Jeanne and her sister Nancy 
Hogue are both third-generation residents, both renting their 
homes within our community.  Jeanne’s home is nearly identi-
cal to her grandparents and she grew up learning how to swim 
in our Association’s pool. Her daughter is now swimming in the 
same pool!  

Billie Von Elm first married the famous Tom Breneman of Tom 
Breneman’s Breakfast in Hollywood radio show.  After his sud-
den and unexpected death, she married famous golfer and golf 
course designer George Von Elm.  During the late 1960s, Billie 
visited the Palm Desert Country Club for a weekend of golf, fell 
in love with the community and became a homeowner.  Billie’s 
son, Tom Breneman ll, and his wife, Betty became homeowners 
shortly afterwards.

Michael and Terri Crooks visited our neighborhood during their 
evening strolls, so when it was time to purchase a home, the 
choice was easy.  Bob and Beverly Crooks, Michael’s parents 
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Baby Boomers had stay-at-home moms. Families lived within their 
means by budgeting their income and purchasing their homes 
based on their salary.  Credit cards were very scarce and lay-a-
way (putting an item on hold until the payment was paid in full) 
was the predecessor to today’s debit card. Homeowners usually 
stayed in their homes for “life” and refinance was not an option, 
with the goal of making the final mortgage payment before retire-
ment. Parents built their lives around their children and family.  My 
generation grew up with a list of household chores.  To earn extra 
money, we collected and redeemed glass soda bottles, had paper 
routes, babysat, and did gardening work for our neighbors. 

During the late 1960s and 1970s, Baby Boomers faced a number 
of culture-changing events.   My generation saw the VietNam War, 
Peace and Freedom Movements, Women’s Rights, and a number 
of lifestyle changes.  My generation began to rebel against our 
parents, and wanted to prove we knew more than they.  In general, 
we began moving from job to job in search of the highest wage, 
and wanting to be “friends” with our children rather than being a 
parent first.  Baby Boomers came to expect a high work ethic and 
expected respect.  The standard for homes was “the bigger, the 
better”. 

Very few photos and information about our Association are avail-
able after 1992.  I believe our culture and lifestyle has a lot to do 
with this change. While inflation was a national concern, housing 
prices continued to increase and stay-at-home moms were a thing 
of the past. Today’s society is mobile, constantly being “on-the-
go” rarely spending time at home. New social outlets come into 
existence nearly every day.  In place of letter writing and telephone 
calls, mobile (cell) phones have all the technology one needs with 
features that allows one to take and send photos and video, watch 
movies and TV, news coverage, send messages to friends through 
YouTube, Skype, Web casting, texting and FaceBook features.  
Books and magazines can now be downloaded and read from the 
computer.  The most common computer for these resources are 
the “Nook” and “Kindle”.  FaceBook is a popular Web site to stay in 

constant contact with family and friends.  Technology now allows 
‘webinar’ meetings, which are meetings conducted via computer 
conference calls. With the invention of cell phones with camera 
features and e-mail options, along with the FaceBook and other 
social medias, one no longer has the need to develop photos for 
memory albums.  Newspapers, as a printed publication is a dying 
industry since people “don’t need” newspapers now that news is 
readily available 24 hours a day.  Therefore, newspaper compa-
nies are shifting towards multi-media markets which include niche 
print markets, online and TV media.  For those that still receive a 
newspaper delivered to their home, paper routes have been deliv-
ered by adults since the late 1990s.  With all of the social network-
ing today, identity theft has become a major concern, resulting in 
people not wanting to reveal personal information as readily as in 
years past. 

PDCCA began to feel one of the worst economic downturns in the 
nation’s history beginning in late 2008. Mortgage companies and 
banks began to fail as a result of creative lending, which involved 
loans being created to meet the client’s finances, rather than the 
other way around.  As a result, house values dropped by more 
than 60% and is not expected to regain current values for at least 
10 years.  Companies cut back on expenses, which resulted in 
involuntary wage reductions and layoffs. At 15% unemployment, 
Coachella Valley had one of the four highest unemployment rates 
in the nation during 2010 and is expected to be one of the last re-
gions to pull out of the unemployment crisis. As a result of the drop 
in house values and unemployment, many homeowners either put 
their homes up for a short sale (selling for less than what is owed 
on the house) or allowing their home to fall into foreclosure. Many 
homes remained on the market for as long as one year or more 
while our community saw a rise in rental units.  It is estimated that 
our community now has close to 40% rental properties.  

2010 PDCCA Board of Directors
Every PDCCA board has faced their share of challenges and has 
come through their challenges better and stronger than before.  
Based on our current economy, the 2010 board was put to the test 
and faced some hard decisions.  Our community is stronger today 
with their dedication and leadership than it ever has been. 

2010 Board of Directors
Board President    Craig Herkimer
Secretary    Jim Olsen
Treasurer    Nerl Porras
50th Anniversary Events Coordinator  Bob Gonia
Board Director    Te r r y  A r c h e r  
Board Director    Scott Brooks
Board Director    Josanne Crisp
Board Director    Rey Villacete
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Karaoke Jo

2011 Association Staff 
With all of the changes that our current and previous generations 
have endured, our community still remains one of the most vibrant 
communities in Coachella Valley.  Our community would not have 
been able to endure all the trials and challenges it faced without 
the wisdom, dedication and tenacity of our past and present Ho-
meowners Association staff.  Our pool and grounds personnel are 
always polite and eager to assist wherever needed and keep the 
grounds sparkling.  After a hard-days’ work, it’s not uncommon for 
any of the staff members to be called back to lock up after a late 
night event.  

2011 PDCCA Staff
Association Manager  Phyllis Harkins, CCAM
Office Secretary   Nancy Adams
Pool & Grounds   Christopher Benedetto
    Colby Clay
    Jean Ford   
    Armando Pineda
    David Ross
    Gerald Sachs
    Sandra Welty
   

Conclusion
Palm City, aka Palm Desert Country Club Association, has a 
deep rooted heritage.  Like our predecessors, there are many 
wonderful people within our community.  I could not possibly 
mention all the wonderful neighbors that I met during this time.  
Those mentioned in this story are just a small sample of the 
many great stories and memories that were shared. I would 
like to give a special thanks to Dick Oliphant, Charlie and Beth 
Ash, Frank and Dixie Proulx, Rich and Lu Bowers, Betty Bren-
eman, Michael and Terri Crooks, Jeanne Homen, Dick and 
Lois Webber and all of the other great neighbors that provided 
stories, memories and photos for this article and the 50th An-

niversary Celebration.  

I would like to thank those who sorted through many revisions 
and helped edit and compile my writing, including Association 
manager Phyllis Harkins, Association secretary Nancy Adams, 
board director Jim Olsen and resident Charlie Ash. Board Di-
rector Scott Brooks toils month after month to print an outstand-
ing high-quality newsletter. A special thanks to Billie Brown for 
editing the final draft of this months newsletter. Lastly, thanks to 
the 2010 board of directors for the support they provided me for 
the events held throughout the past year and bearing with me 
as I was planning the 50th Anniversary Celebration.

I hope this nostalgic look at the past 50 years will help future 
generations in planning their events and in preserving our 
piece of history. It certainly has been a pleasure meeting many 
of my neighbors and planning this celebration event.  It is my 
hope that the momentum gained during this past year in pre-
paring for our celebration won’t become lost, cold or stagnate, 
but would be fuel to bring back a culture and lifestyle that made 
our community what it is today...a desert paradise, an oasis by 
itself.  

Thank you for allowing me the pleasure of serving as the 50th 
Anniversary Event Coordinator.   It was a pleasure coordinating 
all of the events and meeting many great neighbors over the 
past year and a half



Palm Desert 
Country Club Association
BOARD OF DIRECTORS

CALENDAR OF EVENTS
MONDAY
6:30 am - AA

Jazzercise...9:15 a.m.
Weight Watchers...11 a.m., 1:00 p.m.

Jazzercise...6-7 p.m.

TUESDAY
6:30 a.m. - AA

PDCCA Board Meets
Every Second Tuesday...6 p.m.

AA Primary Purpose...7 p.m.
Jazzercise...9:15 a.m.
Jazzercise...6-7 p.m.

WEDNESDAY
6:30 a.m. - AA

Jazzercise...9:15 a.m.
WOMEN’S Group A.A....7 p.m. Weekly

Jazzercise...6-7 p.m.

THURSDAY
6:30 a.m. - AA

Jazzercise...9:15 a.m.
Jazzercise...6-7 p.m.

FRIDAY
6:30 a.m. - AA

Jazzercise...9:15 a.m.
Narcotics Anonymous...7:30 p.m.

SATURDAY
6:30 a.m. - AA

SUNDAY
6:30 a.m. - AA

Desert Harvest Four Square Gospel
Church 10:30 a.m. - noon Weekly

NEWS DEADLINE: March 10, 2011
(10th of each month; if 10th falls on a weekend, 

deadline reverts to the FRIDAY before) 

POOL HOURS
OPEN 9 a.m. CLOSE 8 p.m.

Attendants-noon-8 p.m M-F, 10 a.m.-8p.m. S/S

POOL PARTIES
72-HOUR NOTICE REQUIRED

at PDCCA office. Limit 15 in party.

ALL CHILDREN UNDER THE AGE 
OF 15 MUST BE ACCOMPANIED 

BY AN ADULT AT POOLSIDE.
Members: Free with card

Office Hours: M, T, W, T
8 a.m. - noon, 1 -3:30 p.m.

Friday: 8 a.m. - noon
CALL 760.345.2331

OFFICERS
President                Craig Herkimer     831-0231
Vice President 
Secretary  Jim Olsen  772-0670
Treasurer  Nerl Porras          360-6715
DIRECTORS
Rey Villacete   345-5158
Bob Gonia    360-3013
Josanne Crisp   834-8317
Scott Brooks   409-4790
Terry Archer    360-6887
COMMITTEES
Architectural Control         Nerl Porras
Community Improvement Jim Olsen
Newspaper & Editor  Phyllis Harkins
Social   Bob Gonia
Greeter   
Safety & Neighborhood Watch  Josanne Crisp 
COMMUNITY ASSOCIATION MANAGER
Phyllis Harkins (Emergency Only) (760) 636-6388
phyllis@pdcca.com 
OFFICE & POOL  (760) 345-2331
Nancy Adams  (760) 345-7413 fax
nancy@pdcca.com

info@pdcca.com • www.pdcca.com

(760)

(760)
(760)

(760)
(760)
(760)
(760)
(760)

4th Annual Neighborhood Watch 
Pancake Breakfast

Saturday, March 19 • 8:30a.m. to 10a.m.
Alice Marble Hall (77-800 California Drive)

PDCCA DISCLAIMER: Palm Desert Country Club Association does not endorse any advertiser in our community newsletter.  We also do not endorse any 
advertisements posted on our community bulletin board located in our Common Area. Please check with the Better Business Bureau and the California State 
Contractors License Board prior to commencing work with any contractors.
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The C.O.P.S (Citizens on Patrol Services) from Palm Desert, 
Desert Hot Springs, Indio and Cathedral City 

will participate in a roundtable discussion regarding their 
efforts to control crime in each of their cities.

RSVP by 3/16/11, 760-345-2331, cost is free.



FROM THE EDITOR’S LAPTOP
March 2, 1961, a monumental day in the history of east Palm Desert, California and  the day that 
two men, Nels Severin and Marshall Secrest, saw their dream for Palm City become a reality.  And 
here we are, 50 years later, celebrating the 50th Anniversary of our Association.  I wonder what they 
would think of our community now—did they envision what we have today?  Did they envision when 
they formed the first Homeowner’s Association in California that there would be over 48,000 Califor-
nia homeowner associations in 2011? 

It has been joyful, challenging and educational to have been a part of this grand celebration.  Bob Gonia, board director and 50th An-
niversary Event Coordinator, had the same vision as Severin and Secrest.  Take an idea and run with it.  And wow, he certainly has!  
Many ideas for various events over the last 18 months were proposed, analyzed and finally chosen.  To say that Bob has devoted 
over 300 volunteer hours coordinating this event is most likely a huge under-estimate. Working with Bob, the knowledge I learned 
about this community’s history, by reading old newsletters, by going through every photo album in our archives, by questioning long-
time residents, was certainly the joyful and educational part of this celebration.  The challenges were there, too, deciding to cancel 
proposed events, recalculating the budget for events, determining what photos to include in the video presentation.  I am so proud 
of Bob’s 50th Anniversary Memory Album; it will be a long-lasting testimony of our community. And I’m also appreciative of Bob’s 
tenacity, sense of humor and persistence in seeing his vision, like Severin and Secrest, become the reality that you hold now in your 
hands.

The PDCCA board of directors, the PDCCA staff, and I, as your editor, thank each of you for participating in our 50th Anniversary 
celebration.  We hope that this commemorative edition will remain in your family archives for future generations to enjoy and learn 
about Palm City Association, known now as Palm Desert Country Club Association.

Phyllis Harkins
Editor

Happy 50th Anniversary
Palm Desert Country Club 

Association!

Thank you for providing a great place to live 

for my entire family. It’s hard to believe that we 

have all owned homes here since the 1960s.

-The Brooks Family

760.200.5544 • www.BrooksPrintingImpressions.com

GONIA BUSINESS
Consulting

Bob Gonia

77125 Indiana Ave.
Palm Desert • CA 92211

Direct: 760.777.2337
Email: goniabiz@aol.com

Consultant
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Folks around Palm Desert Country Club Association have been working 
feverishly in the past several months, gearing up for the big 50th Anniver-
sary Celebration.  Bob Gonia is to be congratulated for the great job he has 
done to make this occasion such a smashing success. 
Many years ago after legally parking my car on a busy street, I opened the 
door and was approached by a traffic officer.  I wondered what I had done 
wrong when he admonished me for opening the car door into oncoming 
traffic.  I remember that he had told me at that time, that it was against the 
law.  In order to confirm the validity of this statement, I checked with the lo-
cal constabulary who informed me that it is not a law.  He stated “If you are 
legally parked, it is okay to open the car door, but one should always check 
to be sure there is no immediate danger before opening it”. 
Several times over the past few weeks I have had to either stop suddenly 
or swerve around the car to avoid hitting the door along with the person ex-
iting the vehicle.  In other words, folks, drive defensively and CHECK FOR 
ONCOMING TRAFFIC BEFORE OPENING YOUR DOOR.   
Some of the folks around  PDCC are discovering the effects of reaching 
their golden years.  I call it the “Metallic Age” when we have silver in our 
hair, gold in our teeth and lead in our posterior.  But more than that, many 
illnesses, some not so minor, bedevil us.     
Eye problems seem to head the list as both Lee and Jean Meadows found 
they couldn’t pass their eye test to renew their driver’s licenses.  What to do?  
What to do?  I’m sure they were able to solve their dilemma somehow. 
Then Nora Siebert has had cataract surgery and is having a bit of trouble 
adjusting to being able to see with that eye again.  Marilyn McLaughlin has 
had a problem with dry eye and needed corrective surgery for that. 
Jack Schilling, older brother of Hal Schilling, was hospitalized for pneu-
monia near his home in Indiana but is up and about and looking forward 
to Hal’s visit in May when he’ll be on hand to help him celebrate his 92nd 
birthday.  Congratulations, Jack!

Greta Walsh finds that her new heart valve has given her more vitality and 
can often be seen out getting her daily exercise.  Hubby, Jim, however, 
has been suffering the agonies of arthritis.  When it interferes with the golf 
game, it’s really bad.

Ron Podojil has been having medical treatments and is doing fairly well.
Don Coletta and his wife are having a bit of an R and R, after having had 
Don’s mother with them while she recuperated from illness.

Kay McGonigle, one of our snowbird friends from Spokane, WA, has been 
taken quite ill and is in ICU at this writing.  We all send our thoughts and 
prayers to you, Kay and to your family, for a speedy recovery. 
One just never knows what’s around the corner.  Live each day to the fullest, 
keep putting one foot in front of the other and smile.  It not only makes you feel 
better, but those who see the smile also feel better.  ‘Today is the first day of 
the rest of your life’.  Don’t know who thought of that, but it is true!

This n’ That by Lu Clubb

SOLAR
ROOFING

SKYLIGHTS

FOR ALL YOUR RE-ROOF & REPAIR NEEDS

TEL: 760.772.2151
Serving PDCC Residents Over 16 Years!

P.O. BOX 1155 • PALM DESERT, CA 92261
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Crime Prevention Through 
Environmental Design (CPTED) 

Presentation

City of Palm Desert Council Chambers
73510 Fred Waring Drive, Palm Desert

Wednesday, April 20, 2011
8 a.m.---noon for Business Owners/Employees

1p.m.--5p.m. for Residential Neighborhoods/Apartments

All City of Palm Desert residents are encouraged to 
attend one or both sessions; learn how CPTED prac-
tices encourage changes in the physical designs of 

our buildings to enhance safety in our community.

Cost is FREE
No Advance Registration Required



Palm Desert Country Club 
Association Building

Mon & Wed 8am • Mon-Fri 9:15am • Mon-Thurs 6pm

 

A Kool Pool Service 
Quality Pool Maintenance 

• Restoration & Water Balance 

• Complete Service and Repair 

• Acid Washes & Tile Cleaning 

• Service Includes all Chemicals 

Free  
1 Month Service   

With a pool cleaning agreement 

New customers only 

Villas on the Green 
55+ ACTIVE LUXURY APARTMENT LIVING 

77-120 California Dr. 
Palm Desert, CA 92211 

Phone: 866-568-9004 
Fax: 760-200-9280 

Email: pdvillas@calamerican.com 

Nestled on the Palm Desert Country Club fairways 

• Studio, 1 BR & 1BR w/Den 
• Spacious Open Floor Plans 
• Clubhouse & Heated Pool 
• Pets on Approval 
• Fitness Facility & Big Screen 
• Assigned Covered Parking 

QUALITY SERVICE SINCE 1984
EXPERIENCE MAKES THE DIFFERENCE

(760) 340-9293
www.MountainViewCarpet.com
Licensed • Bonded • Insured
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Got a Honey - Do List?
Call Nick PDCC Resident

760-218-0509

PIANO LESSONS
Well educated, very experienced, 

kind teacher. Children & Adults
Beginners to Very Advanced

Ms. Zook 760-360-6782

CAVANAUGH ELECTRIC
Air Conditioning & Electric Contractor

(760) 347-3608
Lic # 286936   Rodney Cavanaugh

DESERT PC SERVICES
2 hrs./$60.00 (new customer special)

Call Hugo @ (760) 464-8707

Mike The Handyman
CALL: 760-837-7085

GARDENING SERVICE
Fine Homes, Detail, Gardening

Trimming, Commercial Accounts,
Sprinkler Work, Clean Ups, Etc.

CALL Gregory Sustaita
760-775-4179

760-777-0662 cell

CERTIFIED PUBLIC ACCOUNTANT
Income Tax Preparation

Kris Stefferud, CPA
Phone 760-345-1441

HOMEBOUND SENIORS            
Let me help with light household chores,
bookkeeping & errands (760) 992-4287

JOHN’S WINDOW CLEANING
Inside & Out. Also Mirrors & Screens

Now Offering Screen Repair
760-835-0350

ALTERATIONS
Grace Romano 760-772-5989

COMPUTER REPAIR
TECHNOLOGY SOLUTIONS
CALL Tom @ 760-409-2002

MASSAGE
In Calls $65/hr.

Karen (760) 777-4658

KANDY MURPHY MUSIC STUDIOS
Private Instruction

Guitar, piano, brass woodwinds
Call: (760) 534-5249

“HANDYMAN”
Home Repairs & Maintenance  

Small Jobs Only
Call “Nelson” (760) 831-3841

AL BOYER PAINTING
Top Quality Work

Phone: (760) 345-7842

FOR RENT
3 br. 2 ba. Remodeled kitchen,

tile floors, large yard, quiet
street close to schools. $1250/mo.
(760) 674-3358 or (760) 345-3887

FULL & SELF SERVICE GASOLINE
Official Smog Inspection & Repair

Brake • A/C

  360-9600
Corner of Washington St. & Ave. of the States

77920 Ave. of the States • Palm Desert

10% OFF
Car Repair 

Over $100
& Up to $50

(NOT VALID WITH ANY OTHER COUPON)
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Epsten Grinnell & HowellAPC 

is pleased to provide legal services to the  

Palm Desert Country Club Association  
and congratulates the Association  

on their 50th Anniversary.

800.300.1704     www.epsten.com

San Diego
858.527.0111

Inland Empire 
951.461.1181

Coachella Valley 
760.836.1036
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Palm City to Palm Desert Country Club to PD City!
-Fred Stock

It’s hard to believe that this old body has weathered enough years to 
be able to look back in my own mind and recall historical events! Isn’t 
“history” that class in school where they talk about a lot of people 
who lived in a different time, with different problems and no electric-
ity? Well, I don’t remember quite that far back, but it’s a clear picture 
of the old Palm City sign up over Welty’s Market and a wanna-be 
library. I recall the narrow rows in Herschel’s old grocery store. You 
braved those canyons of shelves without malice because the closest 
market otherwise was maybe five miles away. Our boys found work 
there and at Kenny Williamson’s gas station on the corner. There 
was a radio station in the old “plaza” structure, too. I think it was the 
forerunner of KGUY radio, which incidentally was owned by a com-
pany called Media Women Inc. Hmmmmm!

I recall trying to find a last minute present one Christmas exploring 
the old “drug store and sundry” across the sidewalk from the 19th 
Hole restaurant’s early iteration. Wasn’t it “Country Club Drugs” or 
some such? It’s hard to believe we have lived here about 36 years! 
The entire club was surrounded by open blow sand, and the sand 
storms would take the paint off a vehicle. No more of that!

When we moved in, the street sign at the corner of Florida and Cali-
fornia was spelled incorrectly – nobody seemed to be concerned that 
the street was posted as “FLORDIA.” I thought that was a nice folksy 
touch.  The PDCC was a “retirement” community I am told, but we 
moved in with young children as one of the first families allowed to 
purchase. We were “those people” for a while, but eventually we be-
came part of the landscape. Our kids were helpful to the neighbors, 
and they helped raise them. I remember Bob and Louise Chaffer had 
moved in nearby at the old Bob and Thelma Barscht house on Kan-
sas. They had an old Lincoln Town Car (one of those huge lumbering 
guzzler rigs my Dad used to call “a boat”), and they sold it to our son 
Steve. We found out later they stayed up half the night just as we did, 
to see that he made it back in tact when he went dating in San Diego. 
One of the kids spotted a break-in down the street and reported it. 
They were good kids that made us proud. Grin, grin.

The area which is now Oasis Club and Toscana were among the 

open tracts of sand which surrounded the PDCC back then. Steve 
had a pickup truck which he had proudly outfitted with a lift kit to 
make it taller than the average bear.  He would take it out into the 
Toscana area and break axles jumping over sand dunes with the 
other youngsters. There was no street where Hovley Lane East is 
now. Just sand, then later a jeep trail but that didn’t stop his group.  
I remember taking a four-wheel drive rig from my communications 
employer, loading it up with the boys, and promptly getting stuck in 
the sand dunes where the Resorter and Indian Ridge are now.  We 
used the steel cover of the old Motorola Two-Way Radio in the truck 
to dig a path out of the silica. 

The Association complex was the center of activities a good part of 
the time, with Thursday night bridge and the ladies daytime Bridge 
Club, too. The area where Joe Mann Park is now was a huge black-
top parking area with large trees along the street. Hated to see the 
trees go down, but the park is great for the grandchildren now. 

It was Palm City, then Palm Desert Country Club out in the county 
area, then part of the City of Palm Desert. See? If you stand still in 
one place long enough, the world changes under your feet! Happy 
50th Anniversary PDCCA! 

PS: Thanks to Bob Gonia for all his work compiling the 50th memo-
ries. Well done!!!

-  COMPUTER  REPAIR  -
(PDCC Association Member for 12 years)

PCs & Macs   /   Laptops & Desktops
25 Years Experience - Special Season Rates

$20 Diagnosis   /   $45 Tune-Up
DATA RECOVERY  &  VIRUS REMOVAL

Matt (760) 636-3153
AJ    (760) 636-8967

Mon - Sat   9AM - 7PM  *  Sunday   11AM - 5PM
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760-772-3731
Fax: 760-772-3735
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We did not have a winner for our February (and 
final) trivia question. The phone number for the 
Palm Desert Country Club Association office in 

the 60s was (714) Fireside 6-6606. 
(Taken from a letterhead dated January 1969).

MANAGEMENT MEMOS
PDCCA Annual Meeting date is Friday, March 4, 2011.  Election ballots were mailed on February 2, 2011.  Please return 
your ballot so that we can achieve quorum for our board election.    If you did not receive your ballot, call the PDCCA office (760-345-2331) 
for the necessary affidavit to obtain another ballot.  By state law, ballots must be mailed to the Inspector of Elections, as noted on the pa-
perwork you received.  Please do not drop off or mail ballots to the PDCCA office. Again, by state law we cannot receive the ballots, only 
the Inspector can do so.  You can drop off your ballot at the Inspector of Elections office, Richard Osborne, CPA, 75-110 St. Charles Place, 
Suite 3, Palm Desert, CA. 92211, or you can hand deliver your ballot to the Inspector at our annual meeting on March 4th.

Board Meetings are currently held on the second Tuesday of each month through June 2011, 6:30 p.m. in the Board Room located 
inside the PDCCA office.  All PDCCA homeowners are encouraged to attend the open board meeting.  Effective September 2011, 
PDCCA Board Meetings will be held on the first Tuesday of each month.  September 2011 meeting will be 
held on September 6th.  Approved by the board of directors; this change will allow more timely information from a Board meeting to 
be included in the next newsletter edition.

The PDCCA pool gate code changed on January 16, 2011.   2011 pool cards are mailed after we receive your 2011 annual 
assessment payment.  If you have not received your pool cards, and your account is paid in full, contact the PDCCA office.

Review open Board Meeting minutes on our Website: www.pdcca.com.  The username is pdcca; the password is the 2011 
pool code with a zero at the end.

Newsletter online: You can view our current month’s newsletter online; go to www.pdcca.com, and click on the Newsletter tab.

Weed control:  December rains have sprouted lots of weeds in gravel and desertscape yards.  Please “round um up.”

Sign up for E-mail notifications of PDCCA events:  Go to www.pdcca.com/subscribe.html.  You will receive advance notice 
of PDCCA events, election information and other PDCCA items.  We do not sell our E-mail list to any outside groups.

TRIVIA NOTE:
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FINALLY...
The solar solution you’ve been waiting for!

*Take Control of Your Electricity Bill

• Your utility company can raise rates – anytime!
• Switch to home solar with SunRun for LITTLE or NO upfront cost
• Lock in low rates for 20 years
• SunRun – our nation’s leading home solar company
• SunRun – owns thousands of home solar systems, more than any other company
• SunRun – solar installation guaranteed by Suntrek
• Peace of Mind

SunRun takes complete care of your system: maintenance, repairs,   
 Insurance, monitoring and money-back performance guarantee
• Trustworthy, experienced Contractors

Don’t buy equipment, just buy electricity!
For your complimentary solar evaluation, contact Dave Mourhess

760.641.9778
Dave@SuntrekSolar.com
*Not currently available to IID customers.

• Trustworthy, experienced Contractors

CA Lic. #859460
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Palm Desert Country Club Association
77-800 California Drive
Palm Desert, CA 92211

2011 CALENDAR OF EVENTS

March 4 PDCCA Annual Meeting
March 8 Board Meeting
March 19 NW Pancake Breakfast
April 12  Board Meeting
May 10  Board Meeting
June 14  Board Meeting
September 6 Board Meeting

  

Palm Desert Country Club Association

77-800 California Drive

Palm Desert, CA 92211

PALM DESERT 

COUNTRY CLUB ASSOCIATION

Community Monthly News

  ISSUE 265                         J
ANUARY 2011

2011 CALENDAR OF EVENTS

January 1  
Annual Assessment Due

January 11 Board Meeting

February 2 City of Palm Desert Meeting

February 8 Board Meeting

February 26 50th Anniversary Celebration

March 4  
PDCCA Annual Meeting

March 8  
Board Meeting

March 19  
Neighborhood Watch

 
 

Pancake Breakfast

April 12  
Board Meeting

 
 

Three Board of Director positions are open for the term of  March 2011 

through February 2014. Two current Board members have placed their 

names on the ballot for this election:  Board Treasurer Nerl Porras and Di-

rector Josanne Crisp.  If you would like to run for a board position, please 

contact the PDCCA office for the necessary forms. All Board candidate 

applications must be received at the PDCCA office by January 21, 2011.  

Candidates whose applications are received after January 21, 2011 will 

be eligible for write-in only on the ballot which will be sent to all PDCCA 

homeowners of record.  The record date for eligibility to vote was set by 

the Board of Directors as Februray 2, 2011.

The PDCCA Annual Meeting will be held on 

Friday, March 4, 2011, 7 PM, at the PDCCA Alice Marble Hall

2011 PDCCA ANNUAL 

BOARD ELECTION


